
  MAY THEIR MEMORY BE A BLESSING  

YAHRZEITS THIS WEEK 

Ida Stamm; Gilda Joseph; Freda Baizer; Gunter Feibusch 

Mark Davis; Marvin Anmuth; Alvin Davis; Jacob Sokolove 

Pauline Taub; Samuel Brody; Saul Miller; Harry Korss 

Mandle J. Mierbach; Nick Goldberg; Dora Kamalman 

Esther Horjelsky; Bertha Fischer; Goldie Gold 

To dedicate a plaque in memory of a loved one, please call the office. 

Bold denotes a plaque on Memorial Wall 



 PERSONAL EVENTS IN OUR SYNAGOGUE FAMILY  

Yom Huledet Sameôah! ~ Happy Birthday Wishes to:  

Mira Shelub (01/13); Omar Aleman (01/15); Gloria Lyon (01/20) 

Clara Weinberger; Jacob Ganz (01/22) 

Nina Zentner (01/23); Charlotte Hyman (01/25) 

Margot Braun (01/28); Tom Lagerquist (02/03) 

~*~*~~*~*~*~  ~*~*  

Happy Anniversary Wishes to: 

Bina & Neal Mitchell (01/14) 

~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~  

We wish a REFUAôH SHELEMA to: 

Martin Lyon; Charlotte Hyman; George Jagust; Lila Kluger; Oscar Machbitz 

Helen Zimmer; John Holman; Sarah Rosnow; Morris Rosnow; Phyllis Beck 

Please inform us of any illness or life cycle event of which you are aware. 

Rabbi Levin would like to know so that he can call or visit. 

ÅÅÅ UPCOMING EVENTS ÅÅÅ 

Shabbat, January 21: Shabbat Services 

~ 9:30 AM:  Morning Service, Parashat Vaera.  Kiddush 

Luncheon following. 

~ 4 PM:  Omar Aleman Bar-Mitzvah, Minhah Service, led by Or 

Shalom.  All invited. 

Tuesday, January 24, 7:30 PM: Nigunim Chorus 

Tuesday, January 24, 8 PM:  Board of Directorôs Meeting 

Wednesday, January 25, 7 PM: Painting Class with Al Bernzweig 

Thursday, January 26, 9:30 AM:  Torah Study Breakfast Club 

Thursday, January 26, 7 PM:  Womenôs Group Jewish Film Club. 

This monthôs movie ï our 40
th
! ï is ñPrivate Benjamin”. 

Refreshments $5 per person. RSVP preferred, to Ilse Arons: 566-0824.   

Sunday, January 29, 10 AM:   Art & Eat.  Meet at the de Young 

Museum for Masters of Venice audio tour, lunch and lecture. 

Reservations required; contact Thea in the office. $10 for museum 

members; $20 for non-members.      

Tuesday, January 31, 1 PM:  Seminar for a Living Will, presented 

by Dr. Stanley Terman. Learn how to create an effective living will. 

Thursday, February 2, 7 PM:  ñSarah ï The First High-

Maintenance Ladyò, fourth in Rabbi Levinôs series: ñWives, Mothers, 

and Women of Ill-Repute ~ Feminine Portraits in the Bibleò.  No 

charge but reservations are essential! 

Torah Sparks for VAERA 

Sponsored by Susan Julius; Selected and edited by Rabbi Moshe Levin 

from United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) 

Torah Reading:  p. 351 Haftarah:  p. 370 

This weekôs Haftorah will be chanted by Hy Agid. 

Summary of Vaera 

In this weekôs parasha, G-d is depicted as telling Moshe the true 

Divine name, Yud - Hey - Vav - Hey, saying that G-d had appeared to 

our ancestors as El Shaddai. Moshe is promised that G-d will bring the 

people forth from Egypt. The people do not listen to Moshe because 

their spirits have been downtrodden. Moshe and Aaron go before 

Pharaoh, and Aaron throws down his rod and it turns into a snake. 

Pharaoh's magicians do the same, turning their rods into snakes, but 

Aaron's rod swallows their rods. 

With this we begin the story of the Ten Plagues. This parasha tells the 

story of the first seven plagues; the story of the last three plagues is 

told next week. Moshe and Aaron meet Pharaoh at the Nile River early 

in the morning. Aaron strikes the river with his rod and the river turns 

to blood. All the fish die. This plague is followed in this week's 

reading by frogs, lice, swarms of flies or wild animals, cattle disease, 

boils, and a fiery hail. Each time Pharaoh hardens his heart, and 

refuses to let the Israelites go. 

The plagues seem to come in sets of three. The first of each three is 

preceded by Moshe asking Pharaoh to let the people go, with a 

warning about what is to come. The second is done in front of 

Pharaoh. The third is done outside Pharaoh's presence. The plagues 

build up toward a climax, ending next week with the slaying of the 

Egyptiansô firstborn sons. 

Welcome to Congregation Ner Tamid!  

Be a part of our Family!  

Call 415 -661 -3383 to be put on our Mailing List  

or for Membership Information . 

 

~ About the Cover ~ 

In this weekès parasha there is an interruption during the narration 

of the story of the Exodus where we find a listing of the ancestors 

of Moses, going back five generations to Jacob (Ex 6:14-25).  How 

many of us at Ner Tamid can trace our ancestry back that far?  

How far back can you go?  On the cover is a drawing of Mosheès 

family by Saul Raskin (1959). Can you name his wife and two 

sons?  His parents? 

Mazal Tov to Amir Aleman, to his mother, Dina, 
his sister and brother, Leyla and Jack, his 

grandmother, òSavtaó Norma, and his aunt Adele 
Shafer, on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah.  We 

welcome Amirõs family who have come in from 
the East Bay, Los Angeles, Arizona, Wisconsin, 

St. Louis, Florida, Connecticut and even from 
London, to celebrate with him and are with us at 

our Discover Shabbat Dinner.   

Amir and his family belong to both Ner Tamid 
and Or Shalom.  This past Thursday, Rabbi Levin 

conducted a tefillin ceremony for him and he is 
joining our Hazzan, Rudy Hassid, at the pulpit 

Friday evening.  He will be called to the Torah 
with Or Shalom, at the afternoon Minhah Service. Omar (Amir) Aleman 



For the first group of plagues, the Torah says that Pharaoh hardened 

his heart or the heart of Pharaoh was hardened. Only after the sixth 

plague does it say that G-d hardened Pharaoh's heart. It seems that if 

someone does the wrong act often enough, it becomes second nature, 

as if G-d is doing it. 

How to Face Dictators 

(Exodus 8:16) And the Lord said to Moses, ñEarly in the morning 

present yourself to Pharaoh, as he is coming out to the water, and say 

to him, óThus says the Lord: Let My people go that they may worship 

Me.ôò  

A. ñPresent yourselfò (hityatzeiv ï literally ñstand upò) Being a man 

of great humility, Moses was accustomed to bow to all men in 

greeting. Therefore the Lord found it necessary to command him 

explicitly to ñstand before Pharaoh.ò ñWhen you go before 

Pharaoh,ò the Lord told Moses, ñstand erect before him and do not 

bow to him in greeting, for you are not to show him even the 

slightest sign of deference.ò (Or HaHayim (Rabbi Hayyim Ibn 

Attar), 1696-1743, Morocco and Israel)  

B. Only in the morning did (Pharaoh) go out to the water, because 

this wicked one used to boast that he was a god and did not need 

to relieve himself; therefore he used to go early in the morning to 

the water [when there was no one to see him]. G-d, therefore, told 

Moses to catch him just at the critical moment. (Shemot Rabbah 

9:8)  

C. Avitol the scribe said in the name of Rav: The Pharaoh of Mosesô 

era was a cubit [tall]. His beard was a cubit, and his male member 

a cubit and a handspan... to fulfill that which is stated, ñ[G-d rules 

over the kingdom of man] and He appoints the lowest of men over 

itò (Daniel 4:14) (Talmud Moed Katan 18a)  

What do You Think?  

The Moroccan sage, the ñOr HaHayim,ò implies that when 

confronting a tyrant one should not cower but defiantly stand as an 

equal.  The passages from Shemot Rabbah and Moôed Katan make fun 

of tyrants, but only in their literature, not in front of them.  They mock 

the Pharaohôs feeble attempt to present himself as a god by urinating 

in private yet the Egyptians are taken in by this ruse.  And the Talmud 

even allows us to imagine the great and terrible Pharaoh as a tiny man 

with a disproportionate penis. What do you suppose their authors had 

in mind? Do you think that mockery or defiance is an effective tool 

against tyrants and tyranny? Consider how different the Arab Spring 

has been, which began with a Tunisian food vendor setting himself on 

fire. Other despots were removed from power only after many people 

were shot and killed.  Why hasnôt Asad of Syria been toppled? How 

have the leaders of other totalitarian regimes in the Middle East, like 

Iran and Saudia Arabia, been able to remain in power? Would 

mockery of them been a better tool of the population?  How fortunate 

we are to live in a democracy.  But even we have trouble getting rid of 

some leaders, who deserve to be deposed.  
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Vaera: Week of 26 Tevet 5772; January 20-21, 2012  

Moshe & His Family, by Saul Raskin, 1959 
(See inside leaflet for more çAbout the Coverè) 

"Since the Exodus, freedom has always spoken with a Hebrew 

accent." (Heinrich Heine) 

Todah Rabbah to Elsie Dab for sponsoring this monthõs Discover Shabbat 

Dinner.  Elsie is a wonderful example of a wholesome American Jew who loves 
the music of our people and the people who make our music.  And so, we 

chose the eveningõs program, Blueish Notes from Jewish Folks: An Array of 
Music from American Jews, in Elsieõs honor.  We hope you enjoy it and thank 

Noam Eisen, Cantor Hassid, and Rabbi Levin for this special performance.  


